residential development (for which the property is zoned) to a key parcel adjacent to the
Guanica State Forest. The easement will, in effect, increase the size of the GSF by over
5%, functionally extending its eastern boundary to Guayanilla Bay, and buffering the
GSF from potential future development to the east. [t also protects in perpetuity over 200
ha of nightjar habitat. Protection of nightjar habitat on private lands is a principal
recommendation in the recovery plan for the species. In addition, there are many other
activities in the mitigation plan that avoid, minimize, mitigate, or compensate for project
impacts on the nightjar.

With regard to the pelican, the prime feature of the mitigation plan is funding for
the highest priority management recommendation in the recovery plan and recent studies
— population research. As explamed above, managers need rigorous quantitative
estimates of pelican survival rates, the factors that influence mortality, and how pelicans
move between subpopulations in Puerto Rico and the USVI in order to develop effective
conseérvation measures. Those estimates are not currently available. As a result,
management has not been as effective as possible. A valid recovery plan must be based
om scientifically defensible information, which research can provide.

The point was made in more than one of the comments that no mitigation
measures have been proposed for the Roseate Tern. The restoration of the mangrove area
will restore nursery habitat for fish on which terns and pelicans feed. This action will
also improve the health of Guayanilla Bay, which supports these species periadically.

Adverse effects to wetlands within the property

No significant impacts to freshwater or saltwater wetlands or other aquatic
resources are anticipated. The site plan of the WindMar project does not cross any
permanent rivers or streams.  Ground water is sufficiently deep that it will not be affected
by the project. The one mangrove swamp abutting the access causeway to the Verraco
soction is presently in a highly degraded condition and will be restored. One small
wetland with a population of Srahlia monosperma is located at the base of a deep ravine
descending the Ventana section, but measures will be taken to limit runoff from the
praject in the event of heavy rains (WindMar DIA 2005).

On the other hand, the production of 110,(:00,000 kWh of wind-generated
electricity will avoid the consumption of 47,200,000 gallons of water required 1o produce
this same amount of electricity using fossil fuels.

Issues related to Environmental Justice compliance

As explained in the EA (pg. 29), environmental justice considerations are
triggered because communitics exist in the project area that are at demonstrated economic
and educational disadvantage. But, unlike other energy producers in Guayanilla, the
WindMar project does not represent a source of environmental contamination that would
impact these communities, On the contrary, the WindMar project wall use an innovative
technology — wind energy — that aveids environmental contamination and may éven
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